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Food Sovereignty in North Africa: A Comparative Study of Cereal Import
Costs
Readings in International Statistics Related to Food Security
Zerouali Saghir
Ben Jweid Zakaria
Kais Redouane
Research Laboratory in Economics, Management, and Business
Administration, Faculty of Legal and Political Sciences,
Hassan | University, Kingdom of Morocco
Al Mansouri Amal
High Commission for Planning, Kingdom of Morocco
Abstract
North Africa faces mounting challenges in achieving food security due to
a combination of internal and external factors, such as wars, health
crises, and climate changes. This situation necessitates a deeper
understanding of how these obstacles affect the region's ability to secure
food sovereignty.
This study explores international statistics on cereal imports in North
Africa, adopting an analytical methodology based on a comparison
between actual paid prices and minimum benchmark prices.
In its initial phase, the study identified weaknesses in the production and
dissemination of statistical data. In the second phase, it analyzed data
related to food sovereignty, confirming the structural deficit in meeting
cereal needs. The region recorded an average dependence of 66% on
external markets for cereal imports between 2010 and 2023, rendering
its food security highly vulnerable to external shocks.
Cumulative financial losses reached approximately USD 17.56 billion,
with Egypt accounting for nearly half of that total. There is an average
excess cost of USD 30 per ton of imported cereals, peaking at USD 88 per
ton in 2022, when total losses exceeded USD 3.5 billion. This dependence
carries not only economic repercussions but also social and
environmental consequences, including inflation, job losses, and
imported greenhouse gas emissions.
To address this situation, the study recommends strengthening regional
coordination in supply chains, encouraging agricultural innovation,
diversifying trade partnerships, and bolstering local production to
enhance food sovereignty.
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Keywords: Food security, cereals, regional coordination, economic
losses, food sovereignty.
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